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FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
INQUIRIES. 
Rev. Mr. PickERING, 

Sin—The candour that you have always manifest- 
ed in answering such objections as have been offer- 
ed against the doctrine that you advocate, has en- 
couraged me to offer for your consideration, the fol- 
lowing passages of scripture, and which it appears 
tome does militate against the doctrine that you 
teach. 4 

Iam not excited by an idle curiosity, neither am 
I writing merely for the purpose of extorting a reply 
from you, and especially, to what may fo you appear 
plain and simple—but as my object is that of infor- 
mation, I hope and presume, that you will have the 
goodness to answer such objections, as I shall at 
present, and perhaps may in future, make against 
the doctrine that you advocate—which, should they 
fail of satisfying my mind, they may nevertheless be 
instrumental in enlightening it, and at the same time 
be edifying to the readers of the Telegcope general- 
ly. You, Sir, with all other Universalists, contend, 
(if 1 am not mistaken) that the judgmentspoken of 
in the 25th chapter of the Gospel accoording to St. 
Matthew, (and which is called in the caption of the 
chapter, the last judgment,) although future, when 
that judgment was denounced, is now passed,-—but 
admitting this to be the case, what can we make of 
the words of St. Paul, in his epistle to the Hebrews, 
as recorded in the 9th chap. and 27th verse, viz.— 
“ And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment ?” Now, as it appears to 
me, that the death here spoken of, is a literal death, 
or a dissolution of organic nature, and admitting that 
Jam right in this particular, does it not follow from 
the text above quoted, that the judgment before 
spoken of, must take place after the death alluded 
Again, Hebrews 
x. 26 and 27-—“ For if we sin wilfully after that we 
have received the Knowledge of the truth, there re- 
maineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of supement and fiery indignation, 
which shall devour the adversaries.”” The knowl- 


. edge of the truth here spoken of, I do not consider 


to consist in merely subscribing to the particular 
creeds or dogmas of any particular sect or denomi- 
nation, but in believing in the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments, as being a revelation from Gop 
to man, and in believing in Jesus Canist as the 
Mediator, and, as his being the only name given un- 
der heaven, whereby we can be sayed. In the texts 
above quoted, there appears to be a sin spoken of, 


for which no more sacrifice can be made ; and can 
any rational mind suppose, that none that ever re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth as above stated, 
ever wilfully sinned, and if they have, ought they 
not (according to the texts) to have a fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indignation ? Or is it 
reasonable to suppose that the apostle would caution 
such characters to look for a fearful judgment, if no 
fear was to be apprehended ? Again, Revelation xxii. 
11. He that is unjust, let him be unjust:still, and 
he which is filthy, let him be filthy still, and he that 
is rightcous, let him be righteous still, and he that 
is holy, let him be holy still—And may we not fairly 
infer, from the above texts, that the revelation here 
made to St. John, had an allusion to the judgment 
before alluded to, and that the time will come when 
the character of every son and daughter of the whole 
Adamic family, will be so confirmed that no possible 
change can ever take place, and are we not in dan- 
ger if we add to, or take away from the words of the 
book of this prophesy, that we shall receive the sore 
judgment there denounced against those that do it ? 
‘ L. G. 





MURDER AND SUICIDE. 

The Calvinistick and Methodist religious newspa- 
pers in Boston have published an account of a Mur- 
der and Suicide, which took place in West-Spring- 
Jield (Ms.) but a short time since. The name of the 
person who committed the horrid crime of first ill. 
ing his wife, and then cutting his own throat, was 
Samuet Leonarp. He is denominated by these Cal- 
vinistick and Methodist papers, a Universalist. 

We shall, first, admit this to be the fact, (although 
we have good evidence to disprove it,) that we may 
enter fairly into the inquiry, whether this ought to 
have any serious influence against the doctrine. 

Now, supposing Mr. Leonard was, in sentiment, a 
Universalist : does it prove that murder and suicide 
are consistent with the moral influence of that doc- 
trine ? If this be insisted ; we reply, that the hypo- 
thesis involves too much: For if it be admitted, | 
merely because one professor of that doctrine has 
been guilty of these crimes, it would prove by evi- 
dence doubly strong, that Methodism naturally leads 
to the crime of counterfeiting, since TWO MINISTERS 
of that denomination were a few years since libera. 
ted from the Starz-Paison in Juburn (WV. Y.) where 
they had, for several years, been chained together in 
the same cell, for the crime of counterfeiting ; or 
passing counterfeit money. _It would also prove that 
Methodism leads to adultery of the basest sort :— 
Since Mr. Crawford, (formerly a very popular Minis- 
ter of that order,) was found to be guilty of seducing | 
a girl in the city of Albany, (N. Y.) whom he had | 
taken to bring up, under a profession of pure chari- | 
ty. We might notice others, and more glaring cases | 








than these ; but it is unnecessary, We are far from | 
believing that such crimes are the legitimate fruits | 


of their doctrine, although we do think, that their 
doctrine opens a more effectual door for crimes, 
than that of Universalism. The reason we have to 
give is this ; their doctrine encourages men to be- 
lieve that they may escape the punishment due to 
such crimes, by repentance, in this fe: But Univer- 
salism teaches that every sin will be punished to the 
extent of its demerits. But admitting the argument 
which they draw from the conduct of Mr. Leonard, 
as data, their doctrine is, of necessity, of the very 
worst moral tendency. If they do not like this pic- 
ture of stubborn facts, let them refiain from charging 
our doctrine with tending to high-handed wicked- 
ness, merely because one man (whom they are pleas- 
ed to call a Universalist,) has been guilty of a dis- 
graceful crime. 

But what shall we say to our Calvinistick breth- 
ren ?—We must cite them to their profofype, John 
Calvin, who, merely because of a difference in relig- 
ious opinion, procured the burning of Michael Ser- 
vetus, in a slow fire, at Geneva, in 1553, and ask 
them, was not this murder of the blackest die ? And 
of the Quakers, whom they hanged in Boston—was 
it not murder 2 And of the Calvinistick Minister in 
Seekonk (Mass.) who hanged himself—was it not 
suicide ? And of Mr. Potter, of Lebanon (N. H.) who 
hanged himself, after preaching in that town. the 
Calvinistick doctrine, for nearly fifty years—Was it 
not suicide 2 And of the Aunt of Rev. Mr. Sprague, 
of West-Springfield, (who has figured to no small 
extent in attempting to prove that Leonard was a 
Universalist,) a strong Calvinist, who hanged herself 
not long since—was not this suicide ? 

These are but a few, out of nearly one hundred 
cases, which we could lay before our readers, all of 
a date not farther back than ten years. But we are 
not disposed to Jay these crimes to their sentiments. 
All denominations are liable to act contrary to the 
moral influence of their religious opinions. Yet if 
they insist, that when a man, whom they denomi- 
nate a Universalist, commits a crime, he is only act- 
ing in conformity to his sentiments ; they may not 


| complain if we apply their own rule to the conduct 


of their own members. 
In our next, we shall bring direct proof that Leon- 
ard was not a Universalist. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





AN OLD MAXIM. 
“ The partaker is as bad as the thicf.” 

This adage is in most cases perfectly just, and is 
doubuless pertinent in more instances than is gency: 
ally supposed. 

If to carry any particular design iniv execution, 
we employ instruments to perform « part which we 
should be ashamed to act ourselves, we manifest 
thereby that our whole heart approves of their con- 
duct, however we may desire to screen ourselves 
from publick view and publick censure. For we 








could never bring out minds to employ an instru- 
ment to perform a part which we did not wish to 
have acted; And if we desired to have the part pef- 
formed, we should perform it ourselves, provided 
we thought no diggrace were attach+d to the action. 
In such cases, nothing is more natural than to resort 
to such-men as have mo character to lose, and conse- 
quently have nothing to apprehend but that of be- 
ing viewed in the same contemptible light in which 
they have been conspicuous for years. Now, we 
should not think of attaching much blame to the 
man who should be thus employed ; for having been 
destitute, for years, of a character which was worth 
supporting ; he hazards nothing, even in the most 
contemptible enterprise, but stands a chance of bet- 
tering his condition by coming into notice in compa- 
ny with men of better characters. Nothing, there- 
fore, would be more natural than for him to engage 
in any undertaking which his employers might as- 
sign him; especially when he considered that their 
reputation was brought, by such an engagement, on 
a level with his own ; and that if they did not hold 
him up, they themselves must full. 

To illustrate this proposition more clearly,—Sup- 
pose the Editor of the ‘Telescope were to employ a 
base, unprincipled person, who was destitute of char- 
acter, truth, and honesty, to undermine the reputa- 
tion of an individual in the town of Providence. As 
this character would have nothing to lose, on 
whom ought the stigma of such conduct to rest? 
Would not the good sense of the publick decide at 
once, that the disgrace of such conduct ought to rest 
on the Editor? Then, “Jet him that reddeth under- 
stand.” 


The following Benevolent desiga was suggested 
some time since, and the manuscript containing 
these out-lines and explanation, have been in our 
hands for several weeks. We understand that sub- 
scriptions have been opened, and about 100 subscri- 
bers have been obtained to promote this praise-wor- 
thy object. May the Father of benevolence smile 
upon, and prosper the undertaking. Ed. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
BENEVOLENT PLAN. 

To every liberal heart, who has not only the will, 
but the power, be it known.—That proposals are 
under contemplation, for forming a society whose 
object shall, generally speaking, be the relief of the 
destitute poor : but more especially, the lone wid- 
ow and the helpless orphan. ‘The funds of which, 
to be applied solely for the article of wood. 

Now when you meet a gentleman in the street, 
on a cloudy blustering day of December, with his 
face shaded with blue and purple, his limbs shaking, 
his teeth chattering, it will be no difficult matter to 
convince that person that he iscold. Notwithstand- 
ing he has the comfortable prospect ahead (being 
well clothed, and having had a good breakfast) he 
knows he is going home to see a smiling wife, affec- 
tionate children, seated in a warm room, waiting his 
return, to partake of a comfortabte, perhaps sump- 
tuous dinner, But, how shall it be possible, (un- 
der all these circumstances,) for mere words to 
make that person sensible of what must be the sen- 


sations of her, who in many cases, 





ak anak, 


with a broken 
constitution, frequently brétight on by hard labour, 
and gloomy prospects, who sits down in her uncom- 
fortable habitation, at the close of such a day ! Her 
utmost eamings have been barely sufficient to pro- 
cure food and clothing for herself and children, wuile 
it was warm weather. But now, when alinost every 
prudent mother, thinks she has her hands full of bu- 
siness to see to, and clothe her chiidren,-aiter the 
cloth is brought to her hand : What must be the sit- 
uation of her whose pdverty deprives her of ali these 
necessary means ? In this case, all is wanting, cloth- 
ig, provision, fuel, health—Added to all this, the 
provider, the father, the husband, slimbers in the 


house appointed for all living. Although the bare | 


witnessing of such a scene, will do much towards 
conviction, experience alone can give its true like- 
ness, by every person who is in the habit of visiting 
the abodes of poverty and sorrow, will readily be 
convinced that this case is no vision of fancy, but ac- 
tually exists in many, very many dwellings in this 


town, and besides, every person of observation, has 


long been convinced that it is not merely the noted 
poor, who receive yearly or weekly assistance from 
the town treasury, are the keenest sufferers. 


that place for assistance, if they can possibly avoid 


it, and who, in other things, could make themselves 


tolerably comfortable, that suffer indeed, and whose 
very hearts would leap with gratitude, at a present 
of one load of wood ina winter. Under all these 
impressions, could a sufficient number of gentlemen 
be procured, to subscribe ; say, one dollar per year ; 
and one of the strongest evidences, viz. (past expe- 
rience of the benevolence of the gentlemen of Prov- 
idence) gives strong faith that this can be done. 
Then let a cheap shelter be erected; suitable per- 
sons be engaged to purchase wood in the summer ; 
when it may be bought at nearly half the winter 
price—Then what will be the feelings of that person 
(who goes home on such an evening as the above 
described) while seated in the midst of his happy 
family and surrouaded with the munificence of hea- 
ven, and filled with its richest blessings ? Will it not 
add a purer zest to every enjoyment, when he feels 
that he has, in a degree, shared these blessings with 
the destitute widow, infirm old age, and the help- 
less orphan ’—Judge ye, all who do it. 
A FEMALE. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Mr. Eprron, 


On perusing these lines, after writing them, I 
find myself constrained to submit them to your su- 
periour judgment, whether it is expedient to insert 
them in the Christian Telescope. 

ON SLANDER. 
Ye wise, instruct me to endure 
An evil that admits no cure, 
And how this evil ’s to be borne 
That breeds at once both hate and scorn. 
Bare innocence is no support 
When we are try’d in scandal’s court : 
They stand high in honour, wealth and wit, 
Those who they think inferior sit, 


In- 
deed not : There are many persons whose very souls 
shrink from the thought of making application at 


bound, 


They think themselves in conscience 
To join and drag them to the ground. 
The world a willing stander by, 
Assists to aid their specious lies : 

| Alas, they would net do you wrong, ,) 

Rut all assurances are strong, 
From whence proceeds the stress they pay, 

| On what detracting people say * 

| But Jet them all extend their tongues 

In venom, ’till they burst their lungs 5 

Their utmost malice cannot make 

Our heads or teeth or fingers ach : 

| Nor can ten thousand thousand lies, 

| Make us less virtuous, learn’d or wise. 

The most effectual way to baulk 

Their malice, is to let them talk. 

Borrowed from D. S, 


FOR THE €HRISTIAN TELESCOPE, 
Mr. Eprron, 
I present you these lines for the Christian Teles. 
cope. If you sec fit to insert them, you will oblige 
a.constant reader. 


ON FRIENDSHIP. 

Friendship, on wings ethereal flying round, 
Here stretch’d her arms to bless the hallow’d ground. 
Humanity well pleased, here takes her stand, 
Holding her daughter, Pity, by the hand : 
Here Charity, that soothes the widow’s sigh, 
And wipes the dew-drop from the orphan’s eye : 

ere stands Benevolence, whose large embrace, 
Uncircumscribed, takes in the human race. 
She sees each narrow tie, each private end 
Indigent virtue’s universal friend, 
Scorning each frantic zealot’s bigot soul, 
She stamps on Friendship’s breast the golden rule. 

R. A. B. 


SELECTIONS. 








CALVINISTIC LIBERALITY. 
At a meeting of the Calvinistic Church in West- 
| minster (Mass.) on communion day, the Pastor, Rev. 
| Cyrus Mann, gave an unqualified invitation to all 
members of other churches in regular standing, to 
unite with them on that occasion. Mr. Cyrus Win- 
ship was present, and being a member of the Uni- 
versalist Church in that place, he concluded to ac- 
cept the invitation, and accompany. his wife to the 
communion,table. Ashe had been frequently: in- 
vited by different members of the Church, and then 
again, as he supposed, by its Pastor, to unite in that 
celebration, he deemed a refusalimproper. But the 
pharisaic Mr. Mann said, “Stand by thyself, sir; 
come not near me ; for Lam holier than thou.” He 
refused Mr. W. a seat at the table, in opposition to 
the wishes of many, if not a majority of his owa 
church. The only reason fur rejecting him was, that 
Mr. W. “ trusted in the Saviour of all men.” 
Christian Intel. 

Conversation should be the result of education, 
not the of it. It is a golden fruit, when 
suff to grow gradually on the tree of knowl- 
edge, but if precipitated by forced and unnatural 
means, it will, in end, become vapid in propor- 
~ tion as it is artificial. 
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yRoM THE (HARTFORD) RELIGIOUS INQUIRER, 
INFLUENCE OF ORTHODOXY. 
Mr. Benedict, the Baptist historian, a Trinitarian | 


Calvinist, writes thus : 


«© A multitude of testimonies go to prove that Cal- 
rin was at the head of this murderous affair, [the | 
burning of Servetus.| But omitting all others, i will | 
transcribe part of a letter to the Marquis Paet, high 
chamberlain to the King of Navarre. “ Honour, glo- 
ry, and riches shall be the reward of your pains ; but 
above all, do not fail to rid the country of those 
scoundrels, who stir up the people to revolt against 
us. Sucli monsters should be exterminated, as J 
have exterminated Michael Servetus, the Spaniard.”— 
“Let us now look at the confessions of Primitive 
Reformers, respecting the general influence of a 
change from Popery.” 

“ Martin Luther says, “ We see, that, through the 
malice of the Devil, men are now more avaricious, 
more cruel, more disorderly, more insolent, and more 
wicked, than they were under popery.” Again: “I 
am burnt with the flames of my untamed flesh ; I 
am mad almost with the rage of lust.—I, who ought 
to be fervent in spirit, am fervent in impurity.—I 
yield not in pride, either to the emperour, prince or 
devil."—But a fair judgment can be made of the 
morality of the times, when Luther, Melancthon, Bu- 
cer, and five others, gave permission to the prince of 
Hesse Cassel, to have a plurality of wives.” 

“ Musculus says, “It is clearer than the light of 
day, that never were pagans more vicious and disor- 
derly, than those professors of the gospel.” 

Melancthon. ‘*The thing speaks for itself. In 
this country, among the reformed, their whole time 
is devoted to intemperance—they are sunk into bar- 
barity and ignorance. 

“ Siubls, speaking of England, says, “I found a 
general decay of good works ; or rather a plain de- 
fection, or falling away from God. Who sees not, 
that they (the papists) were far before us, and we far 
behind them ?”* 

“Much more might be cited to the same purpose, 
proving incontestibly, that a reform in name, is not 
always a reform in fuith, and exhibiting in vivid col- 
ours, the persecutions, tumults, murders, perjuries, 
and other flagitious conduct, of the most noted op- 
posers of Universal Salvation. 

‘* Within a few years, a city, within an hundred 
miles of Hartford, Con. containing 14,000 inhabit- 
ants, has witnessed the disgrace of siz clergymen, at 
least, (all stutdy believers in eternal damnation,) for 
gross immoralities, and some of them after being dis- 
carded by other societies for their crimes. One of 
these has lately been ejected from the third society 
in which his intemperance has been repeatedly wit- 
nessed. He. was certainly expelled from one, and it 
is believed from twe presbylerves, for the same alle- 
gation. But I have no wish to exhume the frailties 


ofthe dead, more particularly of those who were 
our cotemporaries. Another of these, after repeat- 
ed hearings of a presbytery, or clergymen deputed 
for the purpose, was silenced as a confirmed drunk- 
ard. The remainder, were guilty of the mest fla- 
grant lasciviousness ; one of a clandestine elopément 


' or ten years; and the ofher was dismissed for the 





a young femate under his protection ; the latter of 
whom has lately app in the publick papers as 
a forger of notes, a swindler, who has fled to escape 
the State Prison. This person was a most violent 
opposer of Universalists—The next confessed that 
he had lived in a state of the most indiscriminate in- 
tercourse with the vilest of the community, for eight 


most obvious licentious conduct. 

** But it can hardly be necessary to recapitulate 
the facts which stand out in bold relief, against those 
in the front ranks of orthodoxy.” 





Delineation of the Condition of the Christian Church, 
previous to the Reformation. 

** During the slumber of the human mind through 
the long night of twelve centuries, if we except a few 
:Mustrious lights of piety and learning, which served 
for little else than to make the surrounding gloom 
more conspicucus—the state of religion was deplo- 
rable beyond alkexample. The pomp and pageant- 
ry of ceremonies succeeded to the simplicity of a 
reasohable service, and mimic priests had converted 
the house of prayer into a gorgeous theatre of relig- 
ious shows. Bodily austerities and a most abject su- 
perstition were the substitutes of vital piety—the 
scriptures were neglected for the unintelligible the- 
ology of the schools, and the idolatrous veneration 
with which christians looked up to the infallibility of 
the Roman Pontiff, mitigated their servitude and con- 
firmed their ignorance. The enemies of our’ faith 
will dwell with rapture on the annals of the church 
during that wretched period ; but they should con- 
sider, that if Christianity were debased, the condi- 
tion of human reason was not less humiliating, and 
both the friends and enemies of Revelation may learn 
from the sad detail this important truth—that slavery 
produces ignorance,—thiat ignorance is the parent of 
superstition,—and tWat LIBBRTY, LEARNING and RLIG- 
10Nn must fiourish and decay together.” 

WAKEFIELD. 





Faith, that fruitful parent of all other graces, can 
never be too carefully cultivated and improved. It 
is the source of pleasure, the lamp of wisdom, and 
the soul of virtue! It is that mysterious ladder by 
which the soul ascends to heaven, and heaven de- 
scends to it; by which the joyful correspondence is 
continually held between it and its Creator. Faith 
is that celestial pleasure that purifies the soul from 
dross and pollution : and opens in it a new and glo- 
rious scene, gilded with the ineffable brightness of 
the Deity, adorned with the inconceivable delights 
of a blissful eternity, and enriched’ with ravishing 


hopes, pure desires, love divine, and joy unutterable. }: 





To be a person of taste, it seems necessary, that 
one have, first, a lively and correct imagination ; 
secondly, the power of distinct apprehension ; third- 
ly, the capacity of being easily, strongly, and agrec- 
ably affected, with sublimity, beauty, harmony, ex- 
act imitation, &c. ; fourthly, sympathy, or sensibility 
of heart ; and, fifthly, judgment, or good sense, 
which is the principal thing, and may not very im- 


BEAUTIFUL EXTRACT. 


What was the text of the first preachers of the gos- 
pel of Christ ? Why, glory to God in the highest hea- 
vens, and on earth peace, and good will among men.— 
This is the elegant and energetic saying, which com- 
prises the sum and substance of the gospel of God. 
This, and this only, is the message which all Christ’s 
pastors or shepherds bring to men. He, who, while 
he professes the religion of Christ, disturbs society 
by his preachings or writings, who excludes from the 
salvation of God, all who hold not his religious or po- 
litical creed, never knew the nature of the gospel, 
and never felt its power and influence. How can 
religious contentions, civil broils, or open wars, look 
that gospel in the face, which publishes nothing but 
glory to God, and peace and good will among men ? 
Crusades, for the recovery of a holy land, so called, 
(by the way, latterly the most unholy in the map of 
the world) and wars, for the support of religion, arc 
an insult to the gospel, and blasphemy against God ! 
Dr. Adam Clarke. 





INTEMPERANCE. 


Intemperate persons are particularly exposed to 
all acute diseases, as inflammatory complaints, and 
fevers of every description. It is presumed that ev- 
ery practising physician, and every person of obser- 
vation can bear a melancholy testimony to the truth 
of this assertion. Who has not seen the bloom of 
youth, the vigour of manhood, and even the maturi- 
ty of age, cut off by. the frightful train of diseases 
whose seeds and nourishment are derived from the 
intoxicating cup ? How many widows and orphans, 
and parents, and brothers and sisters, now mourn 
the loss of their relatives, who but for the poisonous 
beverage, might have been the guardians of youth, 
the support of female virtue, the ornaments of the 
family circle, the props of declining age, and the pil- 
lars of society. 

The excessive use of ardent spirits is one of the 
darkest shades in the prospects of our rising repub- 
lic, and unless the wisdom of government or the re- 
turning reason of individuals arrest the progress of 
thisdestructive pestilence, an indellible stain must be 
fixed upon our national character. 





Mr. John Bunyan having preached one day with 
peculiar warmth and enlargement, some of his friends, 
after service was over, took him by the hand, and 
could not help observing what a sweet sermon he 
had delivered. “ Aye,” said the good old man, “ you 
heed not remind me of that, for the Devil told me of 
it before I was out of the pulpit.” 





Anecdote of the King of Prussia. 

Petitpierre published in French, at Uamburg, ‘in 
1786, T'he plan of God wiih respect to man. The au- 
thor wus some years before deprived of his office, for 
preaching against the eternity of hell torments. His 
church complained to the king of Prussia, as Lord of 
the principality of Neufchatel, who wrote them, that 
since their articles of faith would have it so, he could 
not hinder the people of Neufchatel from being eter- 
nally damned.—See Dr. Erskine’s Sketches of Church 








with another man’s wife ; another of the seduction of 





properly be said to comprehend all the rest. 





History. 








118 OHBRISTIAN TELESCOPE | 
—" - : —— SEE 














ae 


ELEGANT EXTRACT. | FROM THE EASTERN ARGUS. _. “Papa must go and carry some ; 
Give me to know that the doctrine of Jesus is 

bread from heaven, and that it sustains the spirit, 
and prepares it for heaven ; and I may well be in- 
different whether that bread descended, like the 
manna in the desert, in nightly dew, or whether, 
like the food of Elijah, it was brought to my eager 
hands by the ravens, or whether it was broken, for 
myself and the hungry thousands around me, by a 
hand endued with miraculous powers. So long as I 
know that it was sent me by the Father of my spirit, 
and that eating it I shall live for ever, I know all that 
can give it value, or awaken my gtrtitude. When 
some friendly hand presses a cu» of cold water to 
my lips, as 1 am fainting with thirst in a weary land, 
tT will not ask, for I do not care, whether that water | 
was showered from the skies, or whether it flowed 
in a river or gushed from a spring. I ask not wheth- 
er it was brought me in a golden urn, or whether it 
was presented in a crystal vase, or a soldier’s helmet. 
it is water that bids me live, and that is enough for 
me.— Pierpont. 


Error is not to be be rooted out of the mind of 
man by reproaches and railing, by flashes of wit, and 
hiting jests, by loud exclamations or sharp ridicule. 
Long declamations and triumph over our neighbor’s 
mistake, will not prove the way to convince him ; 
these are signs either of a bad cause, or of want of 
urguments, or capacity for the defence of a good 
one, 


The softest and gentlest address to the erroneous 
is the best way to convince them of their mistake. — 
Sometimes it is necessary to represent to your oppo- 
nent, that he is not far off from the truth, and that 
you would fain draw him a little nearer to it ; com- 
mend and establish whatever he says that is just and 
true. 


As far as possible, when you come to be your own 
master, zvoid contracting debtstry to do without 
every thing you cannot pay for, and when prudence 
requires the contracting of a debt, be punctual. to 
the day in paying it. Your affairs will then never 
get into confusion—you will always know exactly 
hew you stand with the world. 


PROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
LAW RELIGION. 

A man is now living in Westbrook, by the name of 
Adam Barbour, who had his large bible sold at auc- 
tion, in the time of the Revolution, (while the town 
was called Falmouth,) to pay ministerial taxes. The 
holy book was purchased by one Enoch Freeman, 
who is also living. There are several others who 
witnessed the sale ; as also of his saddic, which was 
sold at the same time. 

Another man in this town, by the name of John 
Millett was prosecuted for having been absent from 
public wantin, for four Sundays. But he got the 
fine remitted by proving, that he could not attend 
meeting, and be decent or comfortable ; for, his only 
coat had been previously attached and sold to pay 
his minister tax. As Millett was a very poor man, 
the court decided that he should be excused from a 
fine and have his coat returned, provided he would 
attend chugch ! 

Would it not be well to have these facts transmit- 
ted to posterity as a solemn warning to those who 
are lusting after a daw-religion ? 

AN OLD MAN. 


Prospect of a long Sermon. 

A Lay Preacher, in a Dissenting chapel, (some- 
what iasolvent,) which was without a regular minis- 
ter, offered his uitous service in the following 
manner :—* I will commence next Sabbath day, and 
preach till the Chapel is out of debt.” 





THE LITTH® GRAVES. 
’T was autumn, and the leaves were dry, 
And rustled on the ground, 
And chilly winds went whistling by 
With low and passive sound, 


As through the grave-yard’s lone retreat, 
By meditation led, 

I walked with slow and cautious feet 
Above the sleeping dead. 


Three little graves, ranged side by side, 
My close attention drew ; 

O’er two the tall grass bending sigh’d, 
And one seem’d fresh and new. 


As lingering there I mused awhile 
On death’s long dreamless sleep, 

And morning life’s deceitful smile, 
A mourner came to weep. 


Her form was bow’d, but not wth years, 
Her words were faint and few, 

And on those little graves, her tears 
Distill’d like morning dew. 


A pratiling boy, some four years old, 
Her trembling hand embrac’d 

And from my heart the tale he told 
Will never be effaced. 


** Mamma, now you must love me more, 
* For little sister’s dead ; 
And t’other sister died before, 

And brother too, yeu said, 


‘* Mamma, what made sweet sister die ? 
She loved me when we play’d. 

You told me, if f would not cry, 
You’d show me where she’s laid.” 


*¢*Tis here, my child, that sister lies, 
Deep buried in the ground ; 

No light comes to her little eyes, 
And she can hear no sound.” 


“ Mamma, why can’t we take her up, 
And put her in my bed? 

I'll feed her from my little cup, 
And then she wont be dead, 


* For sister’ll be afraid to lie 
In this dark grave to-night, 
And she’ll be very cold, and cry, 
Because there is no light.” 


** No, sister.is not cold, my child, 
For God, who saw her die, 

As He looked down from heaven and smil’d, 
Call’d her above the sky. 


** And then her spirit quickly fled 
To God by whom ’twas given ; 

Her body in the ground is dead, 
But sister lives in heaven.” 


** Mamma, wont she be hungry. there, 
And want some bread to eat ? 

And who will give her clothes to wear, 
And keep them clean and neat ? 





“Pl send her all Pve got ; 
And he must bring sweet sister home, 
Mamma, now must he not ’” 


“No, my dear child, that cannot be 
But if you’re good and true, 

You'll one day go to her, but she 
Can never come to you. 


** Let little children come to-me, 
_ Once the good Saviour said, 
« And in his arms she’ll always be, 
And God will give her. bread.” 


We shall consider the request of “L. G.” in. oar 
Ed. 


next. 
£rrata.—tin the introduction to the poetry, signed 


_| © Ethelinda,” and published in our last, for “ our be- 


ing its Pastor,” r@ad you being, &e. 








MARRIED, 


In this town, on Thursday evening, by Rev. Mr. 
Pickering, Mr. Aaron Merrifield, of Franklin, Ms. 
to Miss Ruth Thayer, of this town. 

In Pawtucket, on Sunday evening last, by thé 
Rev. Mr. Benedict, Mr. Levi Eldredge, to Miss Abi- 
gail E. Kelley. { ' 

In Foster, on Sunday evening last, Mr. Olney Mat. 
teson, to Miss Dinah King, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Rufus King, all of that town. 


DIED, 

In this town, on Saturday evening last, Miss Sarah 
F. Bishop, daughter of Captain Nathaniel Bishop, in 
the 21st year of herage. 

On Sunday last, Mr. James B. Peckham, aged 39 


ears. 
. On Thursday — last, Mrs. Elizabeth, con- 
sort of Mr. Jonathan Salisbury, in the 59th year of 
her age. Funeral at 1 o’clock, to-morrow afternoon, 
from her late residence, on Eddy’s Point. 


PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTON, THE 

UNIVERSAL RESTORATION; 
Exhibited in four Di s between a Minister and 
his Friend : comprehending the Substance of sever- 
alreal Conversations which the author hath had with 
various persons, both in America and Europe, onthat 
interesting subject ;—chiefly designed fully te state, 
and fairly to answer the most common objections 
that are brought against it from the scriptures. By 
Exvaanan Wixcuester. To which is prefixed, 4 
Brief Account of the Means and Manner of the Au- 
thor’s embracing these Sentiments, intermixed with 
some Sketches of his Life during four years. 

Conditions.—The work will be printed on a hand- 
some small pica type, and fine paper, making a vol- 
ume of about 300 neatly bound and lettered, 
at One Dollar. ose who transmit the pay for four 
will be allowed every jifth copy gratis. 

° CHARLES CROCKER. 

Boston, January, 1826. 

(CF Subscriptions received at this office and by S. 
W. Wheeler. 








JUST PUBLISHED, 

Two Discourses, delivered by Rev. Mr. Pickering, 
in the New Universalist Chapel in this town, viz. 
the Dedication Sermon and a Discourse on the Par- 
able of the unjust Steward. The two Discourses 
contain 32 octavo, and are afforded for eighteen 
cents. For sale at this Office, by S. W. Wheeler and 
Samuel Young, Westminster-Street, and at the sev- 
eral bookstores in town. 














